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Riley Awards Grant to Help Domestic Violence Victims in Calhoun, Cleburne Counties
MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $55,013 to the Calhoun County Commission for a law enforcement unit that prosecutes domestic violence cases and assists victims in Calhoun and Cleburne counties.

The Family Violence Unit helps victims during every phase of the criminal justice process, from investigation to prosecution. The unit’s goal is to provide services to every victim who has a pending criminal case in district or circuit court in Calhoun and Cleburne counties.

“Victims of domestic violence need professional and compassionate assistance,” Riley said. “I commend the Family Violence Unit for helping victims during the legal process.”

The task force employs an advocate who accompanies victims to court, answers their questions and assists them with obtaining protection orders. Task force officials say that without such advocates, many victims would have no one with legal knowledge and expertise to support and help them before, during or after court dates.
In addition to victim services, the unit will provide training for area law enforcement officers to improve their response to sexual assault cases. Training also will be provided to prosecutors who specialize in domestic violence cases.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant. 

Riley informed Calhoun County Commission Chairman J.D. Hess that the grant had been approved. Matching funds of $18,337 will supplement the grant.
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